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Abstract: This study aims to examine the travel mode choice of university students in a 
developing country where motorcycles have been dominating traffic systems. The study also 
explored the possibility of mode shifting to the frrst urban railway line Cat Linh-Ha Dong 
considering the current mode used and the willingness to pay of the students. With the data 
collected from 396 students in five universities in Hanoi, Vietnam, a conditional logit regression 
model was developed to explore individual and alternative specific variables influencing the 
mode choice for studying trips. Key findings show that current mode usage having a strong 
effect on the tentative choice of Cat Linh - Ha Dong railway as a means of travelling to 
universities. Research results are beneficial for transport planners and transport authorities to 
develop appropriate transport planning strategies. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

Universities are more than solely academic places because they are major employers, investors, 
customers and users ofproducts and services. On a regional and national scale, they have a 
major economic impact. Universities have many comparisons with small towns, distinguished 
by their large scale, their own neighbourhoods, their own unique population with traditional 
day-to-day events, and often even their own infrastructure. Many university-related activities 
have various effect on the transport and envirorunental structures nearby. 

It is not just universities that have great ability to affect traffic behavior themselves. 
Students have some influence over their course schedule and may prevent peak traffic hours in 
this way. Moreover, regular schedules contribute to the frequent movement of people on a 
university campus during the day. Most university students are urunarried and have no kids, 
and therefore have less social commitments that affect their options for accommodation and 
transport. The relatively lower income and younger age of students correspond to a higher 
proportion of active commuting modes of transport. 

While students comprise a considerable proportion of the population of a city, their travel 
behavior is not well investigated (Khattak et al., 2011). Therefore, studying the travel behavior 
of university students will reveal fundamental and useful details about the relationship between 
the campus envirorunent and the travel demand of students, which is very important for 
designing transport policies (Zhan et al., 2016). 

Higher education enrollment in Vietnam has increased significantly over the last decade. 
According to statistics of the Ministry of Education and Training in 2019, Vietnam's education 
system had 235 universities, including 170 public universities and 65 private universities. Big 
cities such as Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City are home to these higher education institutions. These 
cities are known for their thriving economy, high population density, better facilities for health 
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